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* Miminising economic impact and protecting ecological —

benefits

* The Fishers of the Future have a deep understanding of
ecosystem dynamics, species interactions, and human
activities acknowledging that healthy marine habitats are a
pre-requisite to sustainable exploitation.

* The Fishers of the Future focus on finding alternative ways to
achieve the goal of responsible fishing and sustainability.

Virtuous
cycle
in capture
fisheries
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Opportunities from fishing techniques

)

* “Precision fishing”, “smart” trawl, etc.

* Can help to mitigate the fishing impacts: more selective gears
may reduce bycatch and seabed contact, and improve catch
rates(?)

s likely insufficient if it leads to further degradation of marine
resources by inducing more effort due to less catch efficiency
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Opportunities from fishing techniques

 Widespread use of ‘best available fishing techniques’

* The Fishers of the Future will contribute to maintaining natural
capital and the capacity for renewal of fish stocks, not only
focusing on the maximum quantity of fish caught (e.g., MSY)
but also the methods used to catch them.

* Given sustainability evaluations, the Fishers of the Future will
likely not use bottom trawls but passive gears instead.

Bottom trawl

Bottom longline
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The role of the regulators

 The Fishers of the Future have opportunities protected
by spatial and non-spatial conservation measures.

 The regulators identify co-benefits, compensate for
trade-offs, and upfront costs during the transition.

* The EU Member States should promote sustainable
fishing by re-activating old-fashioned business models.
These include community-based models to manage
the “commons”, which ensures a fair share for small-
scale fishing using passive gears.
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Collaborative partnerships

* With science: to continue collecting Earth Observatory
data to monitor biodiversity features and
detect/predict VMEs occurrences, Essential Fish
Habitats

 Between regulators and fishers: to understand co-
benefits to design large protected areas to sustain
ecosystem services and enhance stock biomasses,

carbon storage, and more. ¥ e .

* With society: to provide a correct valuation of | -
biodiversity. Since it is usually easier to identify costs | ®
than benefits, the potential cost of repairing e
biodiversity is likely the most relevant metric. 2 9

I Q Fisheries science

< 7 © Maritime safety

£ Climate monitoring

¥ Tropical cyclone forecasting
£ Offshore energy

& Marine spatial planning
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Fishers of the Future to...

Contribute as experiential knowledge and data
providers for use in science.

Uptake research & innovation outcomes, for saving
fuel, reducing impact, and improving profitability/jobs
(depending on “fishing style”) — requiring financing and
upskilling and profit redistribution, redirection of
subsidies toward responsible practices, etc.

Continue or shift toward delivering high-quality and
nutritious seafood to consumers, not expanding
farther away without restoring closer fish stocks.

Vitamin A is essential for
childhood survival, prevents
blindness, helps fight
infections an d promotes
healthy growth

OMEGA3  VITAMIN A

® acids Is crucial for

brain development, cognition and
immune system, reducing risk of
coronary heart disease and stroke

& Toxins: some seafood can

Calcium helps prevent preeclampsia and

en, and 1s essential p Protein is a component of every
body cell, important for growth
and repairing, supporting neurolo-
gical function, digestion and
hormones

ZINC CALCIUM

d is crucial for childhood

survival, reduces stunting in
children and prevents diarrhea

Iron is essential for brain
development in children and
increases maternal survival rates

accumulate heavy metals, dioxine, PCB, ciguatoxin and antibiotic residuals.
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