ANNUAL REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF COUNCIL
REGULATION (EU) NO 605/2013 OF 12 JUNE 2013 ON THE REMOVAL OF
FINS OF SHARKS ON BOARD VESSELS

(AMENDING COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) NO 1185/2003)

Member State: United Kingdom

Reference Year: 2014

The UK government is fully committed to the implementation and enforcement of Council

Regulation (EC) 1185/2003. We continue to take steps through education and monitoring of

the fishing industry to ensure that the legislative requirements of the regulation are

understood and adhered to.

1. Monitoring of compliance as required under Article 6 of 1185/2003 as amended by
Council Regulation 605/2013

2014 summary shark statistics for UK vessels in Union waters

a) Number of landings which included shark species reported by UK vessels operating in

EU waters — 14,313

b) Number, date, and place of inspections carried out by enforcement authorities in the

UK -1184

c) Number and nature of cases of non-compliance detected — 1

d) Total live weight of landings by species and port —

Species

Code

Port of landing

Live
weight in
tonnes

Dogfish (Scyliarhinidae)

SYX

Beer, Bideford, Blyth, Brighton, Brixham,
Burnham-on-Crouch, Canvey Island,
Dieppe, Emsworth, Exmouth, Felixstowe,
Granville, Great Wakering, Guernsey,
llifracombe, Leigh-on-Sea, Littlehampton,
Looe, Lulworth Cove, Lyme Regis,
Lymington and Keyhaven, Mevagissey,
Newhaven, Newlyn, North Shields,
Plymouth, Poole, Portsmouth, Ramsgate,
Roscoff, Shoreham, Swansea, Walton-
on-Naze, West Bay, West Mersea,
Whitstable, Worthing.

55.8

Lesser Spotted Dogfish

SYC

Aalsborg, Alderburgh and Orford,
Appledore, Ardglass, Axmouth, Beer,
Bembridge, Bideford, Blyth, Boulogne,
Brigthon, Brixham, Bury Port, Canvey
Island, Cherbourg, Christchurch, Conwy,
Coverack, Cowes, Deal, Dieppe,

916.8
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Douglas, Dover, Dungeness, Eastbourne,
Emsworth, Exmouth, Eyemouth, Fecomp,
Felixstowe, Fleetwood, Folkestone,
Fraserburgh, Granville, Great Yarmouth,
Guernsey, Harlingen, Hastings, Hythe,
Hayling Island, Helford River, Hayle,
llifracombe, Isle of Wight, Jersey, Kilkeel,
Kimmeridge, Kinlochbervie, Langstone
Harbour, Le Harve, Leigh-on-Sea,
Littlehampton, Llanelli, Lochinver,
Lowestoft, Lyme Regis, Lymington and
Keyhaven, Lytham St Annes,
Mevagissey, Milford Haven, Newhaven,
Newlyn, Padstow, Peel, Penryn,
Peterhead, Plymouth, Poole, Port St
Mary, Portavogie, Porthoustock,
Portsmouth, Queenborough, Ronasey,
Ramsgate, Falmouth, Roscoff, Rye,
Scalloway & Isles, Scrabster, Seahouses,
Selsey, Shoreham, Southampton,
Southwold, St Ives, Swansea,
Teignmouth, Ullapool, West Bay, West
Mersea, Weymouth, Whitehaven,
Whitstable, Winterton, Worthing

Smooth hound

SMD

Aalborg, Alderburgh and Orford,
Appledore, Beesands, Bideford,
Boulogne, Brighton, Brixham, Burnahm-
on-Crouch, Cadgwith, Canveylsland,
Coverack, Cowes, Crosshaven,
Dartmouth, Deal, Douarnenez, Dover,
Dungeness, Eastbourne, Emsworth,
Exmouth, Fecamp, Felixstowe, Granville,
Great Yarmouth, Guilvinec, Harwich,
Hastings, Hayle, Helford River,
lllifracombe, Ipswich, Isle of Wight,
Jersey, Langstone Harbour, Leigh-on-
sea, Littlehampton, Looe, Lowestoft,
Lyme Regis, Lymington and Keyhaven,
Margate, Mevagissey, Newhaven,
Newlyn, Newquay, Padstow, Pagelsham,
Penryn, Penzance, Plymouth, Poole,
Porthcawl, Porthoustock, Portsmouth,
Queenborough, Ramsgate, Falmouth,
Roscoff, Rye, Salcombe, Selsey,
Shoreham, Southampton, Southend-on-
sea, Southwold, Torquay, Walton-on-
Naze, Wells, West Bay, West Mersea,
Whitstable, Winterton, Wivenhow

320.8

Tope

GAG

Beer, Beesands, Bideford, Blyth,
Boulogne, Brighton, Brixham, Bury Port,

20.6
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Cherbourge, Douarnenez, Dover,
Dungeness, Eastbourne, Flushing,
Folkestone, Granville, Guilvinec, Harwich,
Hastings, Helford Rover, Hythe, Ipswich,
Jersey, Le Harve, Lowestoft, Mevagissey,
Newhaven, Newlyn, Newquay, North
Shields, Padstow, Plymouth, Poole,
Ramsgate, Falmouth, Roscoff, Rye,
Shoreham, Torquay, Wells, West Mersea,
Weymouth, Wivenhoe

Shortfin Mako SMA | Port Louis 49.5

Starry Smooth hound SDS | Bolougne, Dieppe, Fecamp, Harlingen, 7.9
Le Harve, Newhaven, Whitstable

Blue Shark BSH | Bideford, Brixham, Douarnenez, 260.3

Dungeness, Flushing, Guilvenec,
Mevagissy, Mylor, Newlyn, Padstow, Port
Louis, Plymouth, Falmouth, Roscoff.
Common Thresher THR | Brighton, Brixham, Dungeness, Granville, 2
shark Mevagissey, Newlyn

TOTAL | 1633.7

NB. Corrections were made to data for the purposes of this report where incorrect species
codes were identified. These errors may not all have been amended on the fisheries activity
database, so data drawn from them may differ from the above corrected data, for example,
unidentified squalus shark and dogfish code was identified as being used for landings of
lesser spotted dogfish. We are working with industry to improve data recording and reduce
the numbers of code errors.

Consideration

Inspections of fishing vessels at sea are carried out by the UK management authorities and
the Royal Navy. Inspections of landings, including those consisting of sharks, are also
regularly carried out at ports and markets by enforcement officers however the volume of
this data makes it inappropriate to include in this report. All enforcement activities are
carried out on a risk based and intelligence led basis.

During this reporting period one case of non-compliance was recorded which related to the
skinning and beheading at sea of one unidentified shark species by vessel LT974. This was
not considered to be intentional non-compliance and therefore a verbal re-brief was issued
and considered sufficient.

2014 summary shark statistics for UK vessels in Non-Union waters

a) Number of landings which included shark species reported by UK vessels operating in
Non-EU waters — 5.

b) Number, date and place of inspections — Unavailable.
c) Number and nature of cases of non-compliance detected — none reported.

d) Total live weight of landings by species and port (these figure are included in the total
landing figures provided above) -
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Species Code Port of landing Live weight in tonnes
Blue Shark BSH | Port Louis, Durban 247
Short Fin Mako SMA | Port Louis, Durban 49.5

NB. These figures are also included and counted in the main table of overall landings under
section 1 but have been provided separately here to indicate catches specific to RFMO
areas only: these figures are not additional to those provided under section 1.

Consideration

The UK has a limited capacity to conduct inspections at sea and during landing for those
vessels that fish outside the North East Atlantic and land predominantly in non-Community
ports where we do not have an inspection presence.

Information on the number, date and place of inspections was requested for this report by
the Marine Management Organisation on a number of occasions from the African
authorities. However, this information has not been forthcoming at this time therefore it has
not been possible to report on any inspections that were carried out on UK vessels catching
sharks in the Indian Ocean area.

With regards compliance, no incidents of nhon-compliance have been reported however this
should be considered in light of the aforementioned difficulties in obtaining information from
non-Community ports.

In order to help address this issue the UK is continuing to pursue enforcement opportunities
and exchange of information with the relevant non-Community fisheries authorities. We
support the use of the co-operative enforcement provisions within the resolutions of
Regional Fishery Management Organisations (RFMOs) and within EU Fishery Partnership
Agreements (FPAS).

For those vessels fishing outside of the North East Atlantic, no shark fins were recorded on
electronic log books submitted to the UK authorities during 2014. In addition, the
requirement to submit logbook information electronically will allow the fishing activities of
these vessels to be monitored much more effectively. Also, application of the Control
regulation obligations (see below for details)placing the responsibility for submission of
sales notes on the Master of the vessel (or his representative) when landing outside of the
Community allows for direct action to be taken to ensure correct submission of future sales
notes.

Information regarding the requirements of the regulations and the prohibition on the
removal of shark fins is provided on the central website of the UK government' and
provided directly to the industry by the management authorities.

The legislation to control and monitor these UK fishing activities by vessels that land in non-
Community ports is summarised below:

1. Legislation to ensure compliance on catch certificates (Commission Regulation (EC)
No 1010/2009 of 22 October 2009, laying down detailed rules for the implementation
of Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008, establishing a Community system to
prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing).

! https://www.gov.uk/dangers-to-marine-species-and-measures-to-protect-them

Created by MMO 21/05/2015


https://www.gov.uk/dangers-to-marine-species-and-measures-to-protect-them

2. Legislation to ensure compliance with electronic reporting of fishing logbooks landing
declarations and sales notes (Council Regulation (EC) 1966/2006 and Commission
Regulation (EC) 1077/2008, laying down detailed rules for the implementation of CR
1066/2006 on electronic recording and reporting of fishing activities and on means of
remote sensing).

2. Additional Information

Catches of sharks are recorded by the fishing industry on either paper or electronic
logbooks depending on the size of the vessel. For vessels of under 10m in size that are not
required to submit logbooks, this information is captured on sales notes that are submitted
to management authorities by fish merchants either electronically or on paper. These
details are input to the management authorities fishery activity databases. For the purposes
of producing this report, the data for landings of all shark species was produced from these
databases.

Details of inspections and boarding of vessels at sea are recorded by enforcement
authorities on the Marine Compliance and Surveillance System (MCSS). Summary reports
were run from this system to provide the inspection data, however this inspection/boarding
data is not restricted to vessels that had catches of sharks on board and cannot be
analysed to establish this due to the technical limitation of the system. Due to the size of the
data set involved, dates and locations of these inspections have not been provided in this
report.

Marine Management Organisation
United Kingdom
May 2015
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