


 Reduce conflicts on access to maritime 
space

 Preserve and protect the marine 
ecosystem

 Reduce cumulative impact of maritime 
activities on the environment

 Reduce co-ordination costs for public 
authorities

 Improve certainty and predictability for 
private investments

Why is MSP a priority for 
Europe?



Geographical coverage

Marine waters (coastal waters, territorial
waters and Exclusive Economic Zone EEZ).

MSP Directive 2014/89/EU 

2014
• Entry into force

2016

• Transposition and designation of 
competent authorities

2021
• Establishment of plans

MSP Directive



MSP Directive

• Designate MSP 
authorities

• Draw up maritime spatial 
plans by March 2021

example: Belgium

Responsibilities of National Administrations



• Involve stakeholders

• Cooperate with bordering Member 
States

• Apply an ecosystem-based approach

• Use the best available data

• Take into account land-sea interactions

• Promote co-existence of activities

• Review the plans at least every 10 years

MSP Directive

Minimum requirements for Member States



MSP Directive

• Assistance mechanism:
EU MSP Platform

• Cross-border projects in 
various sea-basins

• MSP Expert Group 
composed of national 
authorities

Support tools:

Implementation



•

http://msp-platform.eu/

EU MSP Platform

http://msp-platform.eu/


2014

• Baltic Sea

• Atlantic

• Black Sea

2015

• Atlantic

• EastMed

• WestMed

2016

• Baltic Sea

• North Sea

• Outermost 
Regions

2018

• Atlantic

• Black Sea

2019

• Mediterranean

MSP Plans established at the latest 31 March 2021

EMFF financial support for cross border projects 
in sea-basins

MSP projects



EMFF funded 
cross-border MSP 

projects 

SIMCELT

BalticScope

MARSPLAN 
BS

MARSPLAN BS 
II

SIMAtlantic

Simwest
med

Simnorat

Supreme

PanBaltic
Scope

MAR-Sp

SEANSE

OCEAN 
METISS



MSP projectsExamples
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MSP globalJoint Roadmap



MSP global

@mspglobal2030 | en.unesco.org/mspglobal



MSP globalInternational Forum



Felix Leinemann

Head of Unit Blue Economy Sectors, Aquaculture and Maritime Spatial Planning  

European Commission, DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

Twitter: @FelixLeinemann

Thank you!

https://twitter.com/FelixLeinemann

